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NATURE CURE FOR CRIMINALS
Speaking after the evening prayer at Uruli, Gandhiji said
that in his opinion, nature cure was an essential ingredient in
the building of Swaraj of his conception. The attaining of true
Swaraj presupposed the triple purification of body, mind and
soul.
He could have hardly imagined when he uttered those
words, that within twentyfour hours an occasion would arise to
put that precept into practice. On the very next day a villager
was brought to him with injuries on his body, received at the
hands of thieves who had taken away ornaments etc. from his
house. There were three ways, Gandhiji told the villagers of
Uruli, of dealing with the case. The first was the stereotyped
orthodox way of reporting to the police. Very often it only pro-
vided the police a further opportunity for corruption and
brought no relief to the victim. The second way, which was
followed by the general run of the village people, was to pas-
sively acquiesce in it. This was reprehensible as it was rooted
in cowardice. Crime would flourish, while cowardice remained,
What was more, by such acquiescence we ourselves became
party to the crime. The third way, which Gandhiji commended^
was that of pure Satyagraha. It required that we should regard
even thieves and criminals as our brothers and sisters, and crime
as a disease of which the latter were the victims and needed to
be cured. Instead of bearing Ulwill towards a thief or a crimi-
nal and trying to get him punished they should try to get under
his skin, understand the cause that had let him into crime and
try to remedy it They should, for instance, teach him a voca-
tion and provide him with the means to make an honest living
and thereby transform Ms life. They should realize that a thief
or a criminal was not a different being from themselves. Indeed,
if they turned the searchlight inward and closely looked into
their own souls, they would find that the difference
them was only one of degree. The rich, moneyed man who
his riches by exploitation or other questionable means, was wi;
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